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Agri-Environment Climate Scheme


Grazing & Cutting Management Plan 
This plan is required for the following annual management options:

· Wetland Management
· Habitat Mosaic Management
· Species-rich Grassland Management
· Management of Buffer Areas for Fens and Lowland Bogs 
· Tall-herb Vegetation Management
· Ancient Wood Pasture
· Heath Management (Lowland, Coastal, Serpentine & Special Interest)

Please complete all sections and provide all information and supporting documentation requested. 
Ensure you meet the individual option requirements before completing your plan. Please refer to the guidance for each option and its attached supporting guidance.

	Case Title for AECS Application
	

	BRN
	

	MLC
	

	Position of applicant
e.g. owner / tenant 
	

	Date plan completed
	

	Date(s) of site survey(s)
	

	Plan completed by: 
	

	Role
e.g. Agent/applicant/consultant
	

	Is there a current or expired AECS contract on the same land?
	

	If yes, provide the AECS contract reference
	



	Does this application cover exactly the same area of land that was included in your last/current AECS? 
If not, please explain?
	






Section 1: General site information 

1.1	Description of habitat(s) to be managed 
You MUST include photographs and map(s) (As detailed in section 6).

You cannot base your grazing/cutting plan on a survey undertaken for a previous or expiring Rural Priorities or AECS contract or other legacy scheme – a new assessment of habitat condition must be undertaken. 

	Summary of habitat(s) being entered into management
List all habitat types to be managed with some detail on plant species within each
(e.g. neutral species-rich grassland with knapweed, ladies bedstraw, yarrow etc.) 

	










	Current condition of the habitat(s)
Brief summary of current site condition, noting any issues which need addressing 
(e.g. scrub encroachment, bracken etc.) 

	











[bookmark: _Toc92800208]1.2	Details of designated sites* and features 
Please complete the table below if applicable. Information about designated sites, their features and details of latest reported feature condition can be found on the NatureScot website at “Sitelink”. If your land has many notified features, you can copy a screenshot from the Sitelink website rather than complete the table (see example below).

Note: the information on SiteLink applies to the feature as a whole and not necessarily to individual holdings. For more detail on the features within your holding we strongly advise that you contact NatureScot pre application.

*Designated sites are SSSIs and European sites (SAC and SPA) 


	Name of the designated site (s)
	

	Have you uploaded a map showing the designated site boundary?
	Yes/No

	Notified features (list all)
e.g. Upland Assemblage
Add more rows if required

	Latest reported condition of ALL notified features 
e.g. Unfavourable, Favourable maintained etc.



	
	

	
	


      Add more boxes as required

Example of screenshot from Sitelink
[image: ]

1.3	Previous agri-environment funding for the site
For any of the land included in this plan, if it was previously in an agri-environment scheme or contract, or have a contract which expires this year, please complete this table. Provide details covering up to the last 10 years, but only include previous contracts if they were held by your business:

	Name of scheme
	Contract reference
	Years active
	List the management options delivered 
	List the capital options funded

	Example:  RP
	RP234263
	2010 - 2015
	Stock Disposal
Bog Management
	Bracken Control

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Add more rows as required
[bookmark: _Toc92800210]Section 2 – Current management 
Summarise current management at individual field level. Where fields are run together, make this clear. If grazing has changed in recent years, describe how it differs from past management.

	LPID: 
	
	Hectarage
	   

	Field Name (for your own reference):

	Grazing Management
Provide clear information on the current seasonal grazing pattern covering the full calendar year. You must include stock type, stock age, stock levels 

	








	Other management work
(e.g. cutting of vegetation with dates, weed control etc.)

	







	LPID: 
	
	Hectarage
	   

	Field Name (for your own reference):

	Grazing Management
Provide clear information on the current seasonal grazing pattern covering the full calendar year. You must include stock type, stock age, stock levels 

	







	Other management work
(e.g. cutting of vegetation with dates, weed control etc.)

	






Add more boxes as required
Section 3 – PROPOSED management 
3.1	Summary 

	Describe the proposed management to enhance habitats and species.
If the site is designated, specifically referencing the designated site features, and explain how your AECS application will benefit them

	










	If you cannot fully address some requirements, please explain

	








3.2	Cutting / Grazing information 

	Are you proposing to manage any fields by cutting?

	Yes/No 

	Are you proposing to manage any fields by grazing?  
If yes, complete the boxes below.

	Yes/No

	Do you have your own livestock to deliver grazing
	Yes/No 

	If no, do you intend to purchase, lease in livestock, or rent the ground to a grazier?
	

	If no and you are using a grazier, how will you ensure they comply with the conditions of the grazing plan?
	




	Have you got adequate forage available for stock that would be displaced due to stock exclusions, and/or reduced stocking densities if you enter AECS? 
	Yes/No  

	If not, will you need to take on additional grazing?
	Yes / No / not applicable




3.3	Proposed cutting management
	If you are managing the site by cutting, provide details below of the method, rough timings and what is happening to the cuttings annually for each LPID affected.
Please note, cuttings must be collected/baled and removed from the site.

	





3.4	Proposed Grazing management with Grazing Calendars
If you are proposing grazing, complete the grazing calendar for each field being entered into management. This must cover the full calendar year, so record periods of no grazing with zero. Remember to also complete the online grazing calendar for all grazed fields in your AECS application. 

Stocking densities must be calculated. For information to assist with this, refer to the online guidance: calculating stocking density

Notes for grazing calendar:
1. Grazing period – we have allowed for a maximum of four ranges, do not exceed this, but you can have any number of ranges up to that, e.g. you would only enter one grazing period if you grazed between 1 July and 30 September and enter zero against the rest of the year.
2. Number and type of stock – this can be stated as either a number or a range, using a prefix such as “up to,” “less than,” or “between,” as appropriate.
3. LU/ha – livestock units per hectare. 
4. LU/ha/year – convert your livestock units per period into livestock units per year.

Example grazing calendar:
	LPID:
	NS80000/50000
	Area of Grazing Unit (ha):
	21 ha

	Habitat Type(s):
	Neutral Species rich Grassland
	Map Reference:
	SRG1

	Grazing Period
	Dates 
	Number 
	Type of stock
(Include age class)
	LU/ha
	LU/ha/year

	1
	1 Dec – 31 May
	80
	ewes
	0.57
	0.29

	2
	1 Jun – 31 Aug
	6
	Cattle (adult)
	0.29
	0.07

	3
	1 Sep – 30 Nov
	6
	tups
	0.04
	0.01

	4
	-
	
	
	
	

	Annual average stocking density (LU/ha/year)
Add all average values for the year together
	0.37


Grazing calendar:

	LPID:
	
	Area of Grazing Unit (ha):
	

	Habitat Type(s):
	
	Map Reference:
	

	Grazing Period
	Dates 
	Number 
	Type of stock
(Include age class)
	LU/ha
	LU/ha/year

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual average stocking density (LU/ha/year)
Add all average values for the year together
	



	LPID:
	
	Area of Grazing Unit (ha):
	

	Habitat Type(s):
	
	Map Reference:
	

	Grazing Period
	Dates 
	Number 
	Type of stock
(Include age class)
	LU/ha
	LU/ha/year

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual average stocking density (LU/ha/year)
Add all average values for the year together
	


Add more boxes as required


 3.5	Injurious weeds or Invasive species
	Are there issues with injurious weeds (docken, ragwort, field thistle etc.?
	Yes/No

	If yes, please state how this will be addressed during the AECS contract
	





	Are there issues with invasive plant species (Japanese knotweed, Himalayan Balsam, Rhododendron etc.?
	Yes/No

	If yes, please state how this will be addressed during the AECS contract
	







[bookmark: _Toc92800224]SECTION 4	Capital works
Detail any capital works being applied for, on the land this grazing plan covers, and provide justification for these items. 

Please note, if you are a returning applicant you cannot apply to replace fencing which was funded through your previous contract. If you are eligible for and require Actual capital costs, you must ensure that you have read the guidance and provided the information required

	Capital work to be undertaken
	LPID

	Justification

	example:     scrub removal
	
	Required as blackthorn is encroaching on the species rich grassland 

	
	
	






Section 5: Monitoring
This section relates to land that you propose to enter into the options listed at the top of this form.

Ongoing monitoring of habitats to ensure that the management is appropriate is helpful. This can be basic (e.g. annual fixed point photography) or more in depth, (e.g. survey of site to record plant diversity/abundance). This is not required for inspection purposes but may help inform ongoing and future management if you are able to evidence change/improvement to the habitats being managed.

New applicants only:

	Please provide a summary of what monitoring you propose to do during the lifetime of the AECS contract to record the effects of AECS management on the land in your contract:

	








Returning applicants:

	Did you undertake any monitoring work during your last AECS contract?
If so, please describe what you did.

	




	Describe any changes/improvements that you noticed to the habitats

	





	Did you notice what wildlife was using the habitats on your land? Did you notice species you had not seen there before, or an increase in a species previously present? 

	




	Did the monitoring help inform management required for the site in this new AECS?

	




	Please provide a summary of what monitoring you propose to do during the lifetime of a new AECS contract to record the effects of AECS management on the land in your contract:

	









Section 6:  Maps and Supporting information

Confirm that you have provided the following:

	Information required

	Provided

	Map(s) showing the current extent of the habitat covered in this plan at an appropriate scale

	Yes/No

	Map(s) showing where the proposed management activities will take place at an appropriate scale

	Yes/No

	Map showing designated site boundary (if applicable)
	Yes/No/ not applicable

	Photographs of current condition of the habitat types at field level – these should be clearly labelled with locational information e.g. 
LPID NX/11111/22222 looking east.
	Yes/No



Note:  the mapped information above will normally form part of the FEA maps required for AECS applications, i.e. the Farm Environment Map and Farm Environment Management Map.
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