Moorland Management Plan
This plan is required for the following annual management options:

· Moorland Management with livestock and/or deer grazing
· Away Wintering Sheep
· Stock Control for the environmental management of designated sites (formerly called Stock Disposal)
· Summer Hill Grazing of Cattle

Complete all sections and provide the information and supporting documents requested. Ensure you meet the option requirements and provide sufficient information to justify your proposals or the option will be removed from your application. If any sections are not relevant to your plan, please mark as N/A.
You cannot base the moorland plan on a survey undertaken for a previous or expiring AECS contract or other legacy scheme. A new assessment of the habitats and their condition must be undertaken.

N.B. Where you see “Answer” for questions within the template, if you click on this a drop down menu appears to choose your response. Please answer all questions.

	Case Title for AECS Application
	

	BRN:
	

	MLC:
	

	Position of applicant
e.g. owner / tenant
	

	Date plan completed
	

	Date(s) of habitat and condition site survey(s)
	

	Plan completed by: 
Name
	

	Role
Agent/Applicant/Consultant etc.
	

	Is there a current or expired AECS contract on the same land?
	Answer	Case number:
If applicable
	

	Does this plan cover exactly the same land as the previous contract? 
	Answer
	If not, please explain:
	

	Are there any other contracts or agreements on the moorland covered by this AECS application?
If yes, provide detail in section 2.1
	Answer



State which supplementary plans you have provided for the moorland area within your AECS application:

	Bracken Management Plan
	Answer	Ditch Blocking Plan
	Answer
	Muirburn Plan *
	Answer	Predator Control Plan
	Answer
	Deer Management Plan 
	Answer	
	



*Please note:   Only Heather Cutting is currently available in AECS – Muirburn is suspended.  However, if you plan to undertake muirburn at your own expense on a designated site, and the area to be treated falls within the AECS moorland management area, you MUST submit a Muirburn Plan, so that there is a record of where and when work will take place, to allow the case officer to assess whether it is appropriate to the site. 
For non-designated sites, you must provide detail within this plan of any muirburn you intend to undertake whilst an AECS contract would be in place.



CHECK LIST
Please answer each question using the available drop down list as relevant to your plan.  

	Section
	Question
	Answer

	Introduction
	Confirmed business details and provided information about dates of site survey(s) and any other site visits.
	Answer
	Section 1
	Undertaken and provided results of new/updated habitat survey - confirming current condition of the moorland/habitat in this plan.
	Answer
	Section 1.3
	Provided map(s) showing current extent and condition of habitats on the moorland at an appropriate scale.
	Answer
	
	Provided Photographs showing current condition of different habitat types. Photos to be labelled with locational information. This can be a landmark / grid reference with directional information e.g. South of Top Heft looking east or NS123456 facing north.
	Answer
	Section 2
	Detailed current management activities. For returning applicants the previous year’s Management Diary showing the grazing over the year must be submitted at time of application.
	Answer
	
	Included details of past schemes/contracts.
	Answer
	Section 3
	Provided a grazing calendar/table for each grazing unit in the plan i.e. each LPID or heft (with heft maps).
	Answer
	Section 3.2
	Provided map(s) showing where the proposed management activities will take place at an appropriate scale; including supplementary feeding sites, main vehicular access etc.
	Answer
	Section 4.1
	Stock Control: Provided clear, legible flock records confirming breeding flock numbers for the past 3yrs. Records must be easily understood by a case officer.
	Answer
	Section 4.2
	Away Wintering: Provided ALL flock movement records within holding register. 
	Answer
	Section 4.3
	Summer Hill Cattle Gazing: Confirmed cattle numbers and dates to be grazed on the hill.
	Answer
	Section 4.4
	Deer Management: Confirmed current and planned deer numbers and locations.
	Answer
	Section 4.9
	Detailed any planning applications/approvals including type of development, reference number and habitat management commitments.
	Answer
	Section 5
	Detail any monitoring.
	Answer
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[bookmark: _Toc152842532]Section 1 – General site information

1.1 [bookmark: _Toc152842533]Moorland site summary
	Provide a short summary describing the geographic location, giving an overview of key habitats and key species present for the moorland area included in the application. Leave the detailed information at LPID level for section 1.3.

	


	List all LPIDs covered by the plan. If these have a name, you can refer to both:

	





[bookmark: _Toc152842534]
1.2	Details of designated sites and features within the moorland 
If the ground is within a designated site, complete the table below:

	Name of the designated site(s)
	

	Have you uploaded a map showing the designated site boundary?
	Answer



Information about designated sites, their features and details of last reported feature condition (note it is not always recent) can be found at www.sitelink.nature.scot 
Complete the table below or copy a screenshot from the Sitelink website (example below) to provide information on all notified features.  

	Notified features (list all)
e.g. Upland Assemblage
	Latest reported condition of all notified features 
e.g. Unfavourable, Favourable maintained etc.

	
	

	
	


Add more boxes as required

Example of screenshot from Sitelink
[image: ]

Note: SiteLink information applies to the feature as a whole and not necessarily to individual holdings. For more detail on the features within your holding and advice on ongoing management we strongly advise that you contact NatureScot before applying.


[bookmark: _Toc152842535]1.3	Details of habitat condition
See the Supporting guidance for the Moorland Management option for guidance on assessing habitat condition and identifying management requirements.  You MUST include photographs with locations/locational information, and maps. 

On designated sites we strongly advise that you seek advice from NatureScot on the current condition of notified features and discuss proposed management to benefit the features. Information from Sitelink is not sufficiently detailed on its own.   Please do this well in advance of the application submission deadline. 

You cannot base your moorland management and grazing plan on a survey undertaken for a previous or expiring AECS contract or other legacy scheme – a new assessment of the habitats and their condition must be undertaken so that the plan reflects past management and required future management.

	In detail - describe all habitats found in each field and their current condition based on the new/updated survey. 
Use a separate box for each LPID or part of LPID. 
Condition needs to be described related to the accompanying maps and at LPID level at a minimum. Ensure sufficient detail is provided for large LPIDs.

	EXAMPLE
LPID: NF/00034/21000                              Heft or grazing unit (where applicable): Coombe heft
Field Name: Coombe Hill
Map Ref: MM1
Description:   The Coombe Hill covers 400ha of land ranging from 90 to 200m. This is a steep sided south facing hill and hill top comprising a moorland mosaic of dry acid species rich grassland and dry heath. The habitat condition survey indicates that the vegetation is in good condition with heather and blaeberry not showing any signs of over grazing. The habitat in this area has improved as a result of much reduced grazing pressure over winter by away-wintering sheep from Coombe heft which commenced 5 years ago through AECS. Acid grassland areas have expanded as some bracken control was undertaken. See image 1 below and maps.



	LPID:                               Heft or grazing unit (where applicable): 
Field Name:
Map Ref:
Description:  


	LPID:                               Heft or grazing unit (where applicable): 
Field Name:
Map Ref:
Description:  






Add more boxes as required

[bookmark: _Toc152842536]Section 2 – Management history
[bookmark: _Toc152842537]2.1 Current and past schemes/contracts
Complete this table if any of the land included in this application was previously in or is currently in an agri-environment scheme or contract such as Peatland Action, NatureScot Management Agreement, Nature Restoration Fund, Forestry Grant Scheme or is in an AECS scheme which expires this year.  Provide details of any other contracts or agreements covering the last 15 years, but only include previous contracts if they were held by your business:

	Name of scheme
	Contract reference
	Years active
	List Management options delivered on moorland 
	List Capital options funded

	Example:  CPS
	CPS1234X
	1995 to 2005
	Stock Control
Bog Management
	Bracken Control

	
	
	
	
	


Add more rows as required

[bookmark: _Toc152842538]2.2	Current management
For land managers in the last year of an AECS contract and applying for an identical follow-on contract, you must submit your last year’s Management Diary for all relevant LPIDs. Please note in the boxes below if a Management Diary has been provided. If there are additional moorland areas included in this application, then the current management of that land needs to be provided below. 

Clearly summarise the current grazing and sporting management. If the hill is managed as separate grazing units, describe management within each indicating which LPIDs this relates to.  If you refer to field/heft names, ensure you relate this back to each LPID.  Cover all the land included in your application. 

LIVESTOCK
	Describe at LPID level:
a) current numbers and type of livestock on the moorland and 
b) current grazing regime including details of the seasonal pattern of grazing e.g. Away wintering, tupping practice, cattle grazing regime etc.

	


	Provide information on the use of hefts if applicable (referring to your heft map)

	



	Roughly how many years has your current management regime been in place
e.g. 2 years as only recently acquired the land, 5 years through full AECS contract, etc.

	






SPORTING MANAGEMENT
	Summarise sporting management on the land:

	








[bookmark: _Toc152842539]Section 3 – Ongoing management requirements

[bookmark: _Toc152842540]3.1	Summary of management required
	List any additional management/capital works proposed to benefit moorland habitats, e.g. peatland restoration, introducing summer cattle grazing. 

	



	Provide a brief summary of the management requirements needed to address any issues identified in the habitat condition survey. Enter the detailed grazing information to section 3.2. e.g. Reducing grazing pressure in areas of overgrazing or scrub control to eradicate conifer regeneration.

	



	If present, refer to any designated site feature(s) and explain how your AECS application will benefit them 

	



	If you cannot fully address some of the requirements identified by the habitat
survey, please explain:

	






You must include sub-plans for other management options / capital items that are included on the moorland and submit these as part of your application.  Ensure that all plans are consistent with each other.

[bookmark: _Toc152842541]3.2	Proposed AECS Grazing Management
	Applicant grazes livestock on land covered by the Moorland Plan
If Yes, fill in sections 3.2 & 3.3 
	Answer
	Livestock are present but not under the applicant’s control as they are managed by a separate business so the deer only rate is being applied for.
	Answer
	If Yes, provide details below, but do not fill in the rest of section 3.2:     


	



	There are no livestock on the land covered by this Moorland Plan so the deer only rate is being applied for.
	Answer


The  section below MUST provide details of the grazing regime for the full calendar year on the moorland being entered into AECS and justify how the grazing will deal with the issues identified, e.g. reducing stock numbers to reduce grazing pressure, away wintering etc.  The information must be clear, and match the figures entered into the grazing calendar/s. If the hill is split into separate LPIDs you must outline grazing proposed within each LPID. Where fields are run together you must make this clear. If you refer to field/heft names, ensure you relate this back to each LPID.

	Describe at LPID level:
Numbers and type of all livestock that will graze the moorland during the AECS contract.
If you have both an upland and lowland flock, provide detail on both flocks. 
If deer also graze the hill mention that here, but provide detail in section 4.4.

	



	Describe at LPID level:
Proposed grazing regime throughout the year indicating seasonal patterns, timing of grazing, tupping practice, cattle grazing regime etc. and describe how this will address any issues described in 3.1.

	



	Provide information on the use of hefts if applicable (referring to your heft map).

	








[bookmark: _Toc152842542]3.3 Grazing Calendars
Indicate your proposals in the grazing calendar(s) below.

Provide the proposed grazing calendar for the full calendar year.  
A separate calendar is required for each LPID (or group of LPIDs managed as a single grazing unit). The habitat types present in each LPID or management unit should be listed (see Supporting guidance) as this will determine suitable grazing levels. 

Calculate Stocking densities using the online guidance: calculating stocking density

You will require more than one grazing calendar if LPIDs have different grazing management. 

	LPID: 
	
	Area (ha):     
	

	Map Ref from management map:
	

	Habitat type(s):
	

	Grazing period 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Dates
	
	
	
	
	

	Number and age of cattle
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of sheep
	
	
	
	
	

	LU/ha (per period)
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual average stocking density (LU/ha/yr)
Add all average values for the year together
	



	LPID: 
	
	Area (ha):     
	

	Map Ref from management map:
	

	Habitat type(s):
	

	Grazing period 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Dates
	
	
	
	
	

	Number and age of cattle
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of sheep
	
	
	
	
	

	LU/ha (per period)
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual average stocking density (LU/ha/yr)
Add all average values for the year together
	


Add more tables as required
[bookmark: _Toc152842543]Section 4: Associated Management Options

Remember to apply for associated management options in addition to Moorland Management.  Additional guidance to help complete these sections is in Appendix 1.

[bookmark: _Toc152842544]4.1	Stock Control for the environmental management of designated sites 
This section provided information on the numbers of breeding flock to be disposed of and the resultant reduced flock size across the whole IACS business for the duration of the AECS contract. 

Baseline Flock Table
Enter the total number of ewes and gimmers for the last three years to determine the baseline flock number from which sheep will be removed:

	Year 
	Sheep numbers
(ewes and gimmers only)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Reference year (see below for guidance)
	

	Baseline Flock (number of ewes and gimmers)
	



· For new Stock Control activity the reference year must be the year with the lowest number of ewes and gimmers from the past three years;
· for legacy schemes post 2007 the reference year should be your original agreed baseline in your RP or AECS contract; and
· for legacy schemes pre 2007 this should be the agreed baseline from that agri-environment scheme contract (if not available the baseline may need recalculating).

Indicate below the number of sheep to be removed from the moorland and whole IACS business for the duration of the AECS contract in return for a stock control payment, and the maximum to be retained (reduced flock size) below:

	Stock control figure
	

	* Reduced flock size
	


* This is the number of ewes and gimmers which can be retained on the whole IACS business for the duration of the AECS contract. This number cannot be exceeded.

	Location of Stock Control 

	List the LPIDs (and hefts) where this option applies and the number of breeding sheep to be removed from each area. 
(Remember to show this clearly on a stock control map)





	Justification for Continuation of Stock Control


	This must include some evidence of habitat improvement on the area subject to the reduced grazing pressure (e.g. photos showing new heather growth).







[bookmark: _Toc152842545]4.2	Away Wintering
If proposing to continue, or build upon, existing away-wintering supported through an existing AECS contract, please complete the boxes/tables in sections 4.2.1. For new away-wintering proposals, please complete section 4.2.2.

[bookmark: _Toc152842546]4.2.1 Continuation of AECS away-wintering

Enter the total number of ewes, gimmers and hoggs on 1st December for the past 3 years away wintering.  It is only the breeding stock from the hill flock that can be away wintered and these sheep must return to the hill flock after the away-wintering period.

Previous AECS away-wintering
	Year 
	Total number ewes, gimmers  hoggs**
	Number ewes,  gimmers,  hoggs Away Wintered 
	Date Left 
	Date Returned
	Holding number sheep 
went to

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


** recorded on the holding as of 1 December for the three years prior to application.



Proposed away-wintering in new contract
	Year 
	Total number ewes, gimmers  hoggs
	Number ewes,  gimmers,  hoggs Away Wintered
	Proposed Date to leave
	Proposed Date to Return
	Holding number of unit sheep will go to

	
	
	
	
	
	




	Justification for Continuation of Away Wintering
Confirm that the Away Wintering option was delivered successfully in your previous contract. You must provide evidence of habitat improvement on the area subject to the reduced grazing pressure (e.g. photos of new heather growth) 

	







[bookmark: _Toc152842547]4.2.2 New away-wintering proposals
If this is your first agri-environment application, and you already away winter, you should have provided detail of current away wintering in section 2.2.  AECS will only pay for the number of sheep over and above the number which you traditionally away winter. If you away winter lowland sheep provide details.

Enter the total number of ewes, gimmers and hoggs on the holding as of 1st December for the past 3 years.  It is only your breeding stock from the hill flock which can be away wintered and these sheep must return to the hill flock after the away-wintering

	Year
	Total number of ewes, gimmers, hoggs
	Number of ewes, gimmers,  hoggs Traditionally Away Wintered

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Proposed new away-wintering
	Year 
	Total number ewes, gimmers  hoggs
	Number ewes,  gimmers,  hoggs Away Wintered
	Proposed Date to leave
	Proposed Date to Return
	Holding number of unit sheep will go to

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Justification for including new Away Wintering 
This should state why off wintering is not possible.

	





[bookmark: _Toc152842548]4.3	Summer Hill Grazing of Cattle
This option is to target cattle grazing on the hill during summer to help manage upland grassland habitats. It is anticipated that the number of cattle will be proportionate to the area of ground being managed, in order to provide positive habitat benefits. Cattle grazing information must be included in the grazing calendar in section 3.3. See guidance in Appendix 1.

Summer hill grazing of cattle table
	All LPID(s) and map reference(s)  
	

	Area (ha) and description of hill grazing unit(s) over which cattle will graze.
	

	Current/traditional cattle grazing practice on the hill
	

	Number of cattle to be grazed
	

	LU/ha per LPID for cattle 
	

	Detailed dates when the area will be grazed by cattle (minimum 12 weeks)
	

	If grazing for longer than 12 weeks provide  justification that the habitats can support this level of grazing
	

	Describe how cattle grazing will benefit the moorland habitats.
	

	Returning applicants justification for continuing summer hill grazing
You MUST provide evidence of habitat change/improvement (e.g. photos)
	




[bookmark: _Toc152842549]4.4	Deer Management
	Are there deer grazing the moorland?
If so, which species?
	

	Do you have responsibility for controlling deer numbers?  
	Answer

	If you are responsible for controlling deer but are not seeking AECS funding for deer management you do not need to complete a Deer Management Plan; however, provide current deer numbers, their location and current and proposed deer cull targets 
	

	Detail level of impact deer have on the moorland, including localised variation and method of assessing impacts (e.g. Best practice guidance /MacDonald 1998).  
	

	Are you proposing to manage deer as part of the application and claim the deer/livestock payment?
	Answer

	If Yes, confirm that you have  submitted a detailed Deer Management Plan

	Answer





[bookmark: _Toc152842550]4.5	Supplementary Feeding
If supplementary feeding (for either stock or game) is undertaken complete the table: 

	Feeding sites have been marked on the map and the underlying habitat identified
	Answer
	Provide details of type of feeding, i.e. 
blocks / bulk etc. and confirm when feeding takes place
	




	How often will feed sites be moved to prevent localised impacts? Frequent movement may be required to minimise any negative impacts
	







[bookmark: _Toc152842551]4.6	Vehicle Use
The plan must include details of all vehicle use and mark main routes on a map. There must be a commitment to follow good practice as noted in Appendix 1.

	Provide details of all vehicle use (including that required for stock, sporting and game bird management, etc.).  Use of tractors or other vehicles off existing hard tracks should be specified:

	






[bookmark: _Toc152842552]4.7	Peatland

PEAT CUTTING
	Are you undertaking peatland cutting?
	Answer

	If yes provide details and confirm how good practice will be followed as outlined in the Moorland Management option
	

	Is cutting from an existing bank or are new banks are to be opened up?
	



PEATLAND RESTORATION
	Have you applied for, or are you in receipt of, funding through Peatland Action (PA)?
	Answer

	If yes, provide brief details of the planned or completed work and the PA reference number.
	




	Have you applied for ditch blocking capital items in this AECS application? If Yes you must complete  a separate Ditch blocking plan and apply for approval from your Local Authority through permitted development under the Prior Notification and Prior Approval process 
	Answer





[bookmark: _Toc152842553]4.8	Capital works
Detail any capital works being applied for, which are not covered previously, and justification for undertaking this work. 

	Capital work to be undertaken
	Year

	Justification/details


	example:     fencing
	
	Required to replace fallen march boundary fence

	
	
	

	
	
	


Add more rows as required

[bookmark: _Toc152842554]4.9	Planning

	Detail ANY Planning applications on land to be entered into the moorland management option, whether approved, not yet implemented or submitted. Include reference number and current status (scoping/submitted/approved).

	



	Provide full details of Planning consent conditions (e.g. Habitat Restoration Plan) which may have an impact on land entered into AECS

	



	Confirm that any areas of ground affected by development have been removed from the application area
	Answer



Section 5 - Monitoring
We recommend that you include proposals to monitor the changes and improvements to habitats and hence the success of moorland management.  This demonstrates good practice, your commitment to maximising benefits, and can help inform ongoing and future agri-environment management.

All applicants:
	Summarise the monitoring you propose to do during the lifetime of the AECS contract to record the effects of moorland management on the land in your contract. This can be basic (e.g. annual fixed point photography) or more in depth, (e.g. survey of site to record plant diversity/abundance).

	







Returning applicants:
	What monitoring work did you do during your last AECS contract?


	



	Describe any changes/improvements that you noticed to the habitats

	



	What wildlife was using the habitats on your land? Did you notice species you had not seen there before, or an increase in a species previously present?  

	



	How has this monitoring inform management required for this new AECS proposal?

	








[bookmark: _Toc152842555]Appendix 1
(Stock Control, Away Wintering, Summer Hill Grazing of Cattle, Planning, Vehicle Use)

Stock Control Guidance
All Cases
· Identify on a map at an appropriate scale the area of moorland which will benefit from stock reduction.
· Provide details on the number of ewes and gimmers that you propose to dispose of (stock reduction figure), or to continue a previously funded reduction.
· You MUST provide evidence through clear flock records of the total number of ewes and gimmers recorded on the business as of 1 December for the three years prior to the application.  The reference year taken for baseline data and used to calculate the ewe reduction will be the year with the lowest number of ewes and gimmers (Baseline Flock Number) unless valid evidence to support using a different year is produced.  This is to establish that there has not been an artificial increase in the numbers of stock in the year prior to application. If the number of ewes and gimmers maintained by your business is more than in the previous two years then a number of ewes will have to be disposed of without a payment in return, in order to reduce numbers to the Baseline Flock Number.

Continuation of Stock Control
· If you are applying for continuation of stock control under a legacy NatureScot or Scottish Government agri-environment scheme you must demonstrate as part of your plan, that stock control is still required to benefit the habitat. 
· Provide the baseline stock numbers (ewes and gimmers) on which your original contract was based.  
· Confirm that stock control numbers have been maintained successfully; and
· You must provide robust justification to demonstrate that stock control is still required to maintain the habitat in good condition e.g. photographic evidence of new heather growth, areas of trampling/bare ground recovering, description of improvement to habitat etc., as found in your new/updated survey. 
· If your IACS business has changed significantly since stock control was agreed, (due to purchasing additional land and stock or selling land or stock) then you MUST re-calculate your IACS business baseline figure, using the last 3 years figures for the new land or stock

Exemptions/Ineligibility
· If you have recently purchased the holding, you cannot apply for stock control as this is only available on an established business with three years sheep figures. Where the change of ownership is a true succession, with all land and stock transferring to the new owner, consult RPID before applying for this option and they will advise if you are eligible.  
· You cannot continue to claim stock control following on from a legacy scheme if the farm business is currently stocked significantly below the agreed reduced flock size.  Please contact SGRPID/NatureScot to discuss if you are stocked below the reduced flock size.  

Away Wintering Guidance

All Cases
· Sheep must be removed from the hill and wintered on a different holding, not under the business ownership; they cannot be moved onto the in-bye ground of your holding. 
· It is only your breeding stock from the hill flock which can be away wintered and these sheep must return to the hill flock after the away-wintering period.

You MUST provide evidence through flock records, of the total number of ewes, gimmers and hoggs recorded on the holding as of 1 December for the three years prior to application.  This is to establish that there has not been an artificial increase in the numbers of stock in the year prior to application and also to establish whether the business traditionally away wintered ewes, gimmers or hoggs.

Continuation of Away Wintering
· If you are applying for continuation of Away Wintering previously funded under a legacy NatureScot or Scottish Government agri-environment scheme you must 
· Confirm that Away Wintering was completed successfully in your scheme;
· You must provide robust justification to demonstrate that Away Wintering is still required to maintain the habitat in good condition e.g. photographic evidence of new heather growth, description of improvement to habitat etc.
· If your IACS business has changed significantly since away wintering was first agreed, (due to purchasing additional land and stock or selling land or stock) then you MUST re-calculate your IACS business baseline figure, using the last 3 years figures for the new land or stock.  This should be discussed with RPID & NatureScot to confirm eligibility.

Exemptions/Ineligibility
· If you have recently purchased the holding, you cannot apply for away wintering, which is only available on an established business with three years sheep figures. Where the change of ownership is a true succession, with all land and stock transferring to the new owner, consult RPID before applying and they will advise if you are eligible. 

New Away Wintering Proposals
· AECS will only pay for the number of sheep over and above the number which you traditionally away winter. If you away winter lowland sheep provide details
· Provide justification as to why you require to away winter rather than off winter the hill sheep.  If you have sufficient in-bye to off winter sheep from the hill, you cannot claim away wintering costs.
· The only exception to this is if you provide evidence that the IACS business has an established practice of purchasing lambs to fatten on the in-bye during the winter.  You must submit flock records to support this.



Summer Hill Grazing of Cattle Guidance
The number of cattle grazing needs to be proportionate to the area being managed (e.g. 20 cattle introduced on 1000ha will not have much impact, unless they are concentrated on a small part of the hill).

Returning applicants will need to provide evidence of habitat improvements as a result of summer hill cattle grazing. 

New Grazing Activity
Where you are introducing summer hill cattle grazing as a new management measure the cattle must be removed from the hill after the summer grazing period.

Existing Grazing Activity
· Where you are continuing established cattle grazing, which is for a longer period than the option guidance requires, you must provide justification that current grazing management provides positive habitat benefits on the hill and is not resulting in negative impacts. 
· An assessment will be made by the case officer on whether the proposed grazing is appropriate to benefit hill habitats. 

Exemptions/Ineligibility
· The introduction/continuation of cattle grazing should be aimed at altering grazing pressure/preferences to benefit upland habitats e.g. grazing of Molina but not young heather.  It is not aimed at replacing sheep on land where there is stock control taking place. 

Planning Guidance
AECS cannot fund work related to planning conditions and will not fund management on land which will be impacted by development work during the lifetime of the AECS contract (e.g.  wind turbine construction on moorland). If you are unsure if your land is eligible due to planning issues, please consult NatureScot or RPID before you draw up an application.

If you have a consented development, your AECS application must exclude all areas of ground which will be impacted on/affected by the development e.g. tracks, borrow pits, drainage systems, turbine sites etc. and any other land subject to planning conditions. 

Vehicle Use Guidance
There must be a commitment to follow good practice as follows:
· use only low ground pressure vehicles and vary routes used
· use existing hard tracks and firm dry ground. Avoid soft/wet areas and areas of fragile, exposed soils 
· only use vehicles when necessary for agricultural and sporting purposes (i.e. carcass recovery)
· avoid damage to surface vegetation
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