List of Management options and capital items guidance pages (plus supporting guidance) updates for AECS 2026 

	Management Options and Capital Items

	Beetlebanks
	Eligibility: Now allows arable land that has been cropped 3 out of last 5 years as opposed to 4 out of the last 5 years.
	12 November 2025

	Beetlebanks

Stubbles Followed by Green Manure in an Arable Rotation

Forage Brassica Crops for Farmland Birds

Unharvested Conservation Headlands for Wildlife

Retention of Winter Stubbles for Wildlife and Water Quality

Management or Restoration of Hedgerows


	





Spatial targeting
Removed targeting to make the option available throughout Scotland.

	12 November 2025

	Habitat Mosaic Management
	Aim: Includes recently created wood pasture as a component of habitat mosaics.

Application requirements
Clarifies that a grazing /cutting plan is required if the site is being managed by cutting only or grazing.
	14 November 2025

	Restoring (Protecting) Riverbanks

	Revised text to make it clearer what is supported and where.
	14 November 2025

	Pond Creation and Restoration for Wildlife
	Eligibility: Clarified eligible land for pond creation on in-bye with further detail in the supporting guidance.

Application requirements
Clarified information required for pond creation including; photographs of the site prior to work; information on size of pond(s) to be created and detail on how pond(s) will be constructed.

Requirements: Minor edits to text.
	14 November 2025

	Scare and Temporary Electric Fencing
	Eligibility: Notes outlining when fencing is/is not eligible for funding copied over from the stock fence/essential information pages.

	14 November 2025

	Stock Fence
	Eligibility: Notes outlining conditions when fencing is/not suitable for funding moved to the eligibility section from the requirements section and text had minor edits.
	14 November 2025

	Species-rich Grassland Management

Management of Buffer Areas for Fens and Lowland Bogs

Wetland management 


	Application requirements:
Clarifies that a grazing /cutting plan is required if the site is being managed by cutting only or grazing.
	14 November 2025

	Ancient wood pasture

	Minor edits to text throughout the page.

Aim: Option now also covers existing wood pasture on unimproved grassland or recently created wood pasture. 

Eligibility: Other established wood pasture is eligible and recently created native wood pasture (using species listed in the supporting guidance), which is grazed by livestock, may be eligible for funding. 
Consult NatureScot prior to submitting an application to check whether the site is eligible.

Application requirements: For recently created wood pasture, you must provide details of the tree species planted, the stocking density of trees and a description of the underlying sward.

	12 December 2025

	Creation of Hedgerows 

	Eligibility: Any new hedge creation must link existing farmland habitats on the farm 
You must not plant new hedges in or adjacent to fields used by breeding waders.

Application requirements: Updated Hedgerow Management Plan Template.

	12 December 2025

	Small-scale Tree and Shrub Planting (capital only)

	Aim: Removal of 0.25 hectare upper size limit for plots.

Application requirements: Provide a summary of the work proposed, including a list of the species to be planted, how trees will be planted (i.e. fenced plots or groups of individual trees) and the protection to be used.

Payment: Clarifies maximum spend per contract.

	12 December 2025

	Planting or Replanting of Hedges

	Aim: Minor edits to text.
	12 December 2025

	Management or Restoration of Hedgerows

	Eligibility: Do not include hedges around fields being managed under AECS wader options or regularly used by nesting waders, or adjacent to bog habitat. 

Application requirements: Updated Hedgerow Management Plan Template.

	12 December 2025

	Management of cover for corncrake

	Aim: Early cover vegetation should be tall (ideally around 20cm in height) by April.
	12 December 2025

	Chough grazing management

	Aim: The option supports a mixture of silage and grazing management.

Spatial targeting: The option is available on Islay, Colonsay and Oronsay.

Application requirements: Chough Management Plan must clearly explain what management (cutting/grazing) is proposed per LPID per year for each year of the contract. 

Management requirements: The aim is to have a mosaic of cut/grazed fields, so opt for varied management across the holding.
For grazing - patches of taller vegetation (i.e. irises, marram grass) may be present throughout the sward.
For cutting - take two cuts of silage or hay, the first no later than 30 June and the second after the 15 August. If taking two cuts of silage/hay, you must not roll, harrow, or fertilise the field for three weeks after the first cut. If you intend to rotate between grazing, or one/two silage cuts over the five year contract period, this must be clearly set out in the management plan. 

Inspections: Aligns with amended management requirements

	12 December 2025

	Stock Control for the environmental management of designated sites (formerly called Stock Disposal)

	Option name change.
Spatial targeting: From 2026 onwards, the option is only available on moorland sites designated as SSSI, SAC or SPA.

Application requirements: If new applications for this option result in a contract, the payment is limited to 5-years. Stock control, other than that benefitting designated sites will not be considered for continuation.

Where you have been in receipt of stock disposal payments for 15 years or more, AECS will not continue to fund this, therefore, do not include the option in any new application.

	12 December 2025

	Water margins in arable fields (small)

	Minor edits to text throughout the whole page.
	12 December 2025

	Cattle management on small units (Introduction/Retention)

	Eligibility: Dexter added as an Eligible breed. 
In addition, if applying for this option on Islay, Oronsay or Colonsay to benefit chough, contact NatureScot prior to applying to check if the cattle breed is eligible.

	12 December 2025

	Livestock Tracks

	Application requirements: Clarification that Cow tracks are considered a private way and fall under Permitted Development Rights as listed in Class 18 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (Scotland) Order 1992 (as amended) legislation. Further guidance on what this means.
	12 December 2025

	Slurry Storage

	[bookmark: _Hlk215471623]Fund Update:
The Slurry Storage option is not opening for applications in 2026. The remainder of the guidance on this page relates to previous applications rounds when the slurry storage option was last available.

	12 December 2025

	Moorland Management

	Application requirements: Text added from the archived essential information for applicant’s page: Returning applicants must supply their last year's Management Diary pages for all LPIDs that were funded for Moorland management showing the full year's grazing.

	12 December 2025

	Muirburn and Heather Cutting

	Eligibility: Text and link to dedicated pages on the NatureScot website have been added related to the Muirburn licence. A licence must be obtained and the approved training course completed from Autumn 2026, before you can undertake any muirburn. 
Muirburn remains suspended for new applications but Heather Cutting is still available.
The depth at which peatland can be burned has changed from peat with a depth greater than 50cm to peat with a depth greater than 40cm.

A revised version of the Muirburn Code will be issued in 2026.
	12 December 2025

	Control of Invasive Non-native Plant Species – Primary Treatment
&
Control of Invasive Non-native Plant Species – Follow-up Monitoring and Treatment
	Eligibility: American skunk cabbage and other invasive knotweeds added as target species.
If you are not a landowner or tenant, you can apply for this option on land covered by a contractual licence. See scheme guidance on Occupancy of Land.

Spatial targeting: It may be possible to apply for this option outside the target area where there is strong justification as endorsed by NatureScot, a National Park, or a Fisheries Trust that coordinates INNS control in your area.

Application requirements:  You must keep photographic evidence showing the location and extent of each infested area treated. The plan must also detail proposals for long-term monitoring and follow-up control to prevent re-invasion.

Management Requirements: If spraying within one metre of the top of the bank of a watercourse you, or your spray operator, must meet the conditions set out in SEPA's General Binding Rule 23(g), which allows the use of approved herbicides to control invasive non-native plants

Inspections: Text added, you have treated the infested area as detailed in your invasive plant management plan to ensure that seeding is prevented each year and there is a reduction in density of the target invasive non-native plants over 3 to 5 years.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting Guidance

	Supporting guidance for Beetlebanks

	What needs to be done: Removed reference to the spray buffer zones on each side of the bank having to be 6m.

Further information: Updated links to Managing Arable Farmland for Biodiversity and Benefits of Beetlebanks on Arable Land FAS.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Water Margins in Arable Fields and Water Margins in Grassland Fields

	Minor amendments to the text across page.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Pond Creation for Wildlife
	Site selection: Location and water supply:
Revised/added text across page to make it clearer what are suitable locations for pond creation. Added link to the SEPA Flood map website.

Design and construction: Pond restoration:
Added text relating to biosecurity and added a link to the new Environmental Assessment of Scottish Rivers (EASR) Guidance: Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS).

Advice and consents, Waterbodies:
Updated actions that would require SEPA authorisation during pond creation or restoration.

Useful information: Added link to Authorisation of Ponds Guidance SEPA.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Management, Restoration or Creation of Hedgerows

	Minor amendments to the text across page.


	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Small-scale Tree and Shrub Planting
	Minor amendments to the text across page.

Which species should I plant: Updated links 

Where should I plant: You can plant up to £4950 worth of trees per contract (1,650 trees in total) in a variety of plots across the farm.
Guidance on suitable areas to plant and habitats/sites to avoid. Contact NatureScot if you are unsure if a site is eligible prior to applying.

Planting tips: As this option is for small plots of trees, deer fencing is not eligible. Where deer are an issue on the holding, you must indicate what steps you are taking to secure the successful establishment of trees. Any trees planted under the scheme that are damaged by livestock or wild herbivores must be replaced.
	12 December 2025

	Planting or Replanting of Hedges

	Minor edits to text throughout the whole page.

	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Wader Grazed Grassland
	What needs to be done: Grazing: Text updated to make it clearer when to resume grazing and by how much if there are still birds which have not fledged present after the grazing break.
Text added related to mob/adaptive grazing systems.

Which fields to choose: If you choose a field with heavy rush cover, this must be addressed in your application by including rush cutting, aiming for around 30% rush cover across the area.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Chough Grazing Management
	Introduction: Text added related to cattle grazing, stock exclusions and second cut silage/ hay after 15 August. 

Where to locate: Images of fields suitable for chough management inserted.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Stock Control for the environmental management of designated sites (formerly named Stock disposal)
	Option name change and minor edits throughout the page.
From 2026, the option is restricted for new and returning applicants to moorland designated sites only.

	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Livestock Tracks
	Minor edits to text throughout the page. Links updated and new links added.

What needs to be done: You must complete a Diffuse Pollution Risk Assessment for the farm and a Diffuse Pollution Steading Assessment.
Text added related to Permitted Development, notifying the local planning authority and what is required for the AECS submission. No work can start without prior approval from the planning authority.
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Slurry Storage
	Fund Update: Slurry Storage is not opening for applications in 2026. 
	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Muirburn and Heather Cutting
	From Autumn 2026, a muirburn licence must be obtained and the approved training course completed before you undertake any muirburn. Further information and links to the NatureScot website.

The depth at which peat can be burned has changed from peat with a depth greater than 50cm to peat with a depth greater than 40cm.

	12 December 2025

	Supporting guidance for Control of Invasive Non-native Plant Species – Follow-up Monitoring and Treatment
	American skunk cabbage added as a target species throughout page.

Additional information and links to guidance added to help identify invasive non-native plant species.

Aims of management: Text added related to American skunk cabbage, including timings of treatment  

Do you require consent? Information added related to SEPA's General Binding Rule 23(g), NatureScot and Scottish Water 
SEPA’s Water Use Supporting Guidance (WAT-SG-18) Control of Plants in or Near to Water 
Clarification that you must hold a PA6aw certificate to spray an herbicide near water.

Further Information: new links added.
	12 December 2025




